“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 18:19-20
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Looking at our aging church, many might believe that the best days of Central
UMC lie behind us but God promises in Jeremiah 29:11 to give us a future with
hope. The leadership of Central UMC has claimed God’s dream and know that
as bright as our past has been, our future is even brighter.
For over 100 years, Central United Methodist Church, “the little church on the
corner,” has been an integral part of the Ballston community. We are a handson missions church where members are called, transformed and sent back into
the world to be disciples. The community we serve is growing and changing so
it’s important that we grow and change as well in order to best serve the
people who worship, live, and work here.
It is a bold step in faith but we know that God goes before us as we seek to
fulfill God’s will! Lord, what do you want to do through me to fulfill your will for
Central UMC?
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OUR VISION
The time has come to replace our aging facility. The cost for repairing and maintaining our
existing church well exceeds what we can or should sustain.
The highlights of our new facility
include:
• Construction of a new, eight story
building on our existing land which
will provide not only a new, more
energy-efficient, and functional
space for our ministries but will also
provide many other benefits to the
Ballston community.
The new facility will include
dedicated church space (sanctuary,
offices, classrooms, music suite, and
a large commercial kitchen and fellowship hall) enabling us to continue offering weekly
worship and prayer opportunities, small group ministry, children and youth ministries,
health and fitness classes, church and community events, and all the missions and
ministries we already do. New opportunities to expand or enhance our ministries will
exist with this new facility as we seek to reach more people in the community.
• While the new building will clearly
be very different from our present
church a number of items from our
current building will be given new
life in the new building: wood from
our pews will be repurposed in the
design of the new sanctuary, and
our stained glass windows will be

View from Fairfax Drive sidewalk

installed in the ground-level
sanctuary, and they will be illuminated at night, which will enable pedestrians to enjoy
their beauty daily. We will also install a Tiffany stained glass window, on loan from
Arlington County, in our new narthex. Acoustics, comfort, safety, and accessibility will all
be enhanced with our new construction.
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• The new facility will increase our children’s ministry capacity and expand Kinhaven
School’s ability to serve more, and younger children. The new building will provide a
safer and more secure space for our children, three different outdoor play areas, and
many other features designed with our commitment to children in mind.
• The site will also preserve a portion of the former Ball Family burial ground as a local
historic district.
• Two levels of underground parking will also be
constructed including 119 spaces for use by
residents and 9 dedicated parking spaces for use
by our church and Kinhaven School.
• The new facility will also include 119 residential
apartment rental units (71 market rate apartments
and 48 committed to affordable housing to serve people earning 60% or less of area
median income). Providing affordable housing in this escalating housing market will be
one more symbol of Central UMC’s commitment to all God’s people.
• A new 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, the Ballston Station Housing Corporation, will
be the sole managing member of Ballston Station Apartments, LLC who will own
the residential portion of the new facility.
•A key to funding this project will be the award of
affordable housing tax credits. We applied for tax
credits in March 2017. Tax credit awards will be
announced this summer.
• The new facility is estimated to be completed
December 2019 (assuming 2017 approval of our tax
credit application and beginning construction in the
Fall of 2017). What a great Christmas that will be!
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HOW DOES OUR DREAM BECOME A REALITY?
Our new facility will be amazing! The savings in maintenance, utilities and upkeep will be
substantial while at the same time our new church will support all Central UMC is and does in
new and exciting ways! Central United Methodist Church will retain ownership of the land,
church and school portion of the new building. We will sell the air rights for development to the
Ballston Station Housing Corporation. The proceeds from the sale of these air rights will provide
funds to help cover the cost to construct our portion of the new building. Once construction
begins, we will need to temporarily relocate our worship services and daily operations. The costs
of our temporary location is one of the reasons we need to raise money.
Funds From Dreams to Reality will be used for the following:
• To offset the temporary loss of income from the pre-school and other organizations that

rent our facility during the week.
• To pay the interest on the predevelopment loan that is the financial bridge between the

project’s conception and receiving the tax credits and opening our new church.
• To provide the additional funds necessary to continue to operate the daily operations of

our church and its ministries including rent of temporary space(s), storage, and other costs.
Once our new facility is complete, our church will be in a strong financial position: No or minimal
debt and a beautiful new church!

WHAT WILL IT TAKE?
Our goal for the campaign is to raise at

# of Commitments Commitment Amount Total Amount

least $500,000 so that we might be able

1

$250,000

$250,000

to move From Dreams to Reality.

1

$50,000

$50,000

What will it take to raise $500,000?

1

$40,000

$40,000

2

$20,000

$40,000

been achieved in churches similar in size

7

$10,000

$70,000

to Central UMC. Remember,

7

$5,000

$35,000

commitments are paid over 44 months

5

$2,000

$10,000

Remainder

Less than $2,000

$5,000

This chart illustrates how this goal has

and four tax years (2017-2020), and every
gift, regardless of size, is important and

TOTAL

$500,000

appreciated!
Make prayer your priority. Pray for God to guide you, listen for God’s guidance, and then follow
God’s will. Study the chart above and pray about a gift that will truly stretch your faith as you
give generously and sacrificially.
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HOW MAY GIFTS TO FROM DREAMS TO REALITY BE PAID?
It is up to you. Gifts may be given weekly, monthly, quarterly, yearly, in cash or with other
assets (Stocks, bonds, real estate, etc.) now through December 31, 2020.
The way most people give is in the form of cash, either upfront or over the next 44 months or
four tax years (2017-2020) as highlighted in the weekly or monthly charts below. These charts
illustrate how even a smaller amount, given over time can make a big difference!
WEEKLY gift Total gift

MONTHLY gift Total gift

5

$945

$25

$1,100

$10

$1,890

$50

$2,200

$20

$3,780

$75

$3,300

$30

$5,670

$100

$4,400

$40

$7,560

$150

$6,600

$50

$9,450

$200

$8,800

$75 $14,175

$250 $11,000

$100 $18,900

$300 $13,200

$250 $47,250

$500 $22,000

$500 $94,500

$1,000 $44,000

Securities: Gifts of long-term securities (especially appreciated securities) are a popular type of
gift. The securities may be individual stocks, bonds, or shares of mutual funds. In most cases,
the full fair market value of securities will be allowable as a deduction, regardless of how much
the stock has appreciated, and you do not have to pay capital gains tax on the asset. This is an
important tax reward. The result - a charitable deduction is allowed for profits that have never
been taxed to you and every penny of the proceeds goes to Central UMC.
Retirement assets: Many people are using retirement assets for their charitable gifts because
retirement account assets left to family members (other than your spouse) are often subject to
higher taxation than other assets. One possible option for giving retirement assets, if you are
70 1/2 or older, is an IRA charitable rollover gift. Please consult your tax adviser to see if this
opportunity applies to you.
Other ideas: Gifts of precious metals (gold, silver), closely held stock, life insurance policies,
real estate, a remainder interest in a residence or farm, life income gifts, and personal property
such as jewelry, art, antiques are other ways to give.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
What is From Dreams to Reality?
From Dreams to Reality is our building
campaign. Funds will be used to offset the
temporary loss of income from the pre-school
and other organizations that rent our facility
during the week, to pay the interest on the
predevelopment loan that is the financial bridge
between the project’s conception and receiving
the tax credits and opening our new church and
to provide the additional funds necessary to
continue to operate the daily operations of our
church and its ministries including rent of
temporary space (s), storage, and other costs.
How will giving to the From Dreams to Reality
campaign affect my tithe or offering?
From Dreams to Reality is not our annual
stewardship campaign. Your regular tithe or
offering should not be impacted. Our tithe or
offering should always be our first priority. The
Biblical standard of the tithe (10%) is our
foundational giving. From Dreams to Reality is an
opportunity to give sacrificially above and
beyond our regular tithes or offerings.
When and where will I make my commitment?
During our worship services on May 14, 2017, we
will offer our estimate of giving cards.
What is sacrificial giving?
To sacrifice is to give up something of
importance so something of greater significance
can occur. At its heart, sacrificial giving begins
with prayerful discernment as to what God is
asking us to give. A sacrificial gift is an outward
sign of God’s grace working in us. It requires
faith. Sacrificial giving is an opportunity to grow

spiritually and requires us to reassess our
spending and readjust our priorities to meet
God’s call.
How will the commitments be paid?
It is up to you. Commitments may be paid from
now through December 31, 2020. Gifts may be
given weekly, monthly, quarterly, yearly or in any
way that is most convenient for you.
What about assets other than money?
Assets that can be converted to cash such as real
estate, stocks, bonds, life insurance, and other
securities are excellent ways to give. Gifts of
appreciated assets may have additional tax
benefits to the donor. Retirement funds are
another possibility.
How much am I expected to give?
The only expectation is that each person pray
and ask the question, “Lord, what do you want
to do through me to fulfill your will for Central
UMC?” and go where God leads. While the
amounts will obviously be different for everyone,
our hope is that each person will be led by God
to give generously and sacrificially.
Questions?
For more information on the campaign or ways
to give contact, Lane Timm, our campaign
Director, Pastor Sarah, at 703-527-1783 or
pastor@cumcballston.org, or our consultant, Pat
Luna, at 334-202-9440 or patluna@me.com. We
look forward to the opportunity to assist you in
this important act of discipleship. We also
recommend consulting with your tax advisor
before making your gift.

our goal is not equal gifts but equal sacrifice.
ask yourself: if every person were to match not the quantity of
my gift but the quality of my gift would god's will be fulfilled?

